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ment for a grant of land not far from Moscow to
found a colony for homeless children. There was ample
precedent for the request. Felix Djersinsky, associate
of Lenin and Trotsky in the revolution, who headed
first the "Cheka" and subsequently the G. P. U., was
also the chairman of the first commission organized in
Russia to salvage the orphaned and homeless chil-
dren. Under Djersinsky's inspiration every member
of the Government Political Bureau constituted him-
self as a sort of older brother to the "little street
wolves" of the cities. The request for land was
granted and, in addition to providing the colony with
the necessary farm implements, several factories were
established on the premises.
The doors of the Butirky prison, of the prisons of
the Solovetsky Islands and elsewhere were thrown
open to a thousand or more youngsters who had a
record for theft of five years and over. They were
told that they could become members of a free com-
mune, where they could work the soil or learn a trade,
as they saw fit. Every one of the boys availed himself
of the offer to exchange his prison cell for the com-
mune. More than 300 boys from the streets of Mos-
cow, who heard of the commune, banded together
and came knocking at the gate for admission. In June,
1931, after an existence of six years, the colony
boasted of a membership of 1,598 inmates. Its
"graduates" on that date numebered 163 full-fledged
mechanics who had been admitted to trade unions.